© | Talk You Talk Press
Birthdays to Remember sample
NOT FOR SALE

BIRTHDAYS TO REMEMBER

Level 4 - B1/B2 Intermediate (2) Graded Reader from | Talk You Talk Press

Copyright

Birthdays to Remember
Copyright © 2020 by | Talk You Talk Press
ISBN: 978-4-909733-60-3
Publisher: | Talk You Talk Press

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be resold, reproduced, stored in
retrieval system, copied in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical,
photocopying, recording or otherwise transmitted without the prior written permission
from the publisher. You must not circulate this publication in any format, online or
otherwise.

This is a work of fiction, however, some of the stories are based on true events. Names,
characters, businesses, organizations, products, places, events and incidents are either
the products of the author’s imagination or are used in a fictitious manner. We have no

affiliation with any existing companies mentioned in this story.

Although the author and publisher have made every effort to ensure that the contents
of this book were correct at press time, the author and publisher do not assume and
hereby disclaim any liability to any party for any loss, damage, or disruption caused by
errors or omissions, whether such errors or omissions result from negligence, accident,
or any other cause.

For more information, see the Copyright Notice on our website.

Cover illustration image copyright: © Anton Adobe Stock #249759338

| Talk You Talk Press contact: info@italkyoutalk.com
Website: http://www.italkyoutalk.com

© | Talk You Talk Press
Birthdays to Remember sample
NOT FOR SALE


http://www.italkyoutalk.com/

© | Talk You Talk Press
Birthdays to Remember sample
NOT FOR SALE

1. August 16 1977

Roger was 75 years old on August 16, 2020. His family held a special party for him at
his big, old house near the beach. All his family came to stay for the weekend.

The party started at lunchtime on Saturday. Roger’s daughters made delicious food,
and the house was noisy with laughter and conversation. Many friends came to say
‘hello’ and ‘happy birthday’.

Late in the day, one by one, Roger’s friends drove away, until there was only the
family left at the house. His daughters made a meal for the family from the leftover party
food, and they sat on the verandah looking out over the sea.

Roger’s granddaughter, Vanessa, was sitting next to him.

“So many people came to your party, and the food was wonderful. | guess it was your
best birthday party ever,” she said.

Roger laughed. “Yes. Your mother and your aunts cooked a delicious meal. | think it
is the best birthday meal | have ever had, but you know, | am quite old. | have had many
interesting birthdays.”

“Tell us about another birthday!” said Vanessa.

Roger thought for a long time. “I have had seventy-five birthdays. Of course, | don’t
remember all of them,” he said. “l remember my birthdays for different reasons, but | will
tell you about a birthday meal | never forgot. Can you see that island out in the water?”

“Yes, yes,” said Vanessa. “It's Rangitoto. It's a volcano. | learned about it in school.”

“Well, many years ago, | was on another volcano on my birthday,” said Roger. “It was
Mount Etna, on the island of Sicily in Italy.

“In those days | worked for a university. | studied volcanoes in many parts of the world.
One year, | went to Mount Etna to look at the rocks and to understand its history. |
stayed in a small inn, called a rifugio, high on the mountain. Every day, | went out to look
at the rocks. | took photographs, and | took samples of rocks to study back at my
university.

“On my birthday, August sixteenth, | walked into the Valle del Bove. It is on the side of
the volcano. It is very deep, and the ground is very rough. In many places it is hard to
walk. There are no trees. There are dark rocks and stones everywhere. | had water and
food, but then | had an accident. | saw some very interesting rocks in a high place, and |
wanted to look at them. So | climbed up, but | fell over and | dropped my backpack. It fell
down. | looked for a long time, but | could not find my backpack. It was very, very hot
and | was thirsty and hungry.
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“I thought, This is dangerous. | have no water. | must get out of the Valle del Bove now.
I can’t go back to the entrance near the rifugio. It will take too long. It will be dark soon. |
must try to climb up the side of the valley.

“I found a place to climb, but it was very difficult. | fell down many times. But after
about forty minutes | reached the top of the valley. | stood up and looked around me. |
was surprised. In front of me were many small tents. There were young people
everywhere. It was a camp. | didn’t know what it was. Maybe it is a young people’s club
or a sports club, | thought.

“Some of the young people saw me.
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