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On the Run Character List 

James Winchester has just retired, after being a diplomat for twenty years. Before that, 

he worked for the British Secret Service. He hopes to marry Sarah. However, his plans 

are upset by unexpected events. 

 

Sarah Dumbarton is a retired schoolteacher. She lives in an old house in western 

Scotland. When she was young, she studied at university in Paris. She fell in love with 

another student, James Winchester, but he suddenly disappeared from her life, and 

Sarah returned to Scotland. Forty years later, she met James Winchester again.  

 

You can read about James’ and Sarah’s recent lives in books one and two of the Old 

Secrets - Modern Mysteries series: The Blue Lace Curtain and End House. 

 

Archie Ross is the top policeman in Scotland. He grew up near the village where 

Sarah lives. He knows her well. When he was a young man, he worked for MI5. He got 

to know James well at that time. 

 

Simon Birley met James when Simon was a code cracker in the British Secret Service. 

When he left the Service, he went to work at the British Council in Rome. 

 

Other characters 

Alberto has a business in Rome. He supplies fake identification to anyone who has 

enough money to pay for it. 

Lorenzo Morelli is a bank clerk. He looks a little like James. This gives him the chance 

to make some money. 

David Carver is the head of MI6. When he first joined MI6, James was his boss. 

 

1. On the run 

A tall, grey haired man crouched behind a row of garbage containers in an alleyway in 

the centre of Rome. On the ground next to him was a brick, and a gift bag from 

Babington’s, the famous tea house near the Spanish Steps. He was looking at a group 

of workmen through a gap between the containers. They had finished work for the day, 

and were talking about going to a bar for a drink. The grey haired man waited and 

watched.  
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The workmen put their tools and overalls into their bags, and threw the bags into the 

van. The driver locked the van, and the workmen walked away. The man waited until 

they were out of sight. Then he ran to the van and hid behind it. He broke the back 

window of the van with the brick. He reached inside and took one of the workmen’s bags. 

He ran back, picked up his carrier bag, and disappeared into a narrow gap between two 

buildings.  

Ten minutes later, a man dressed in dirty overalls and wearing a cap and heavy 

workman’s boots appeared in the alleyway. He was carrying the heavy canvas bag. 

Inside the bag was a linen jacket, a pair of very expensive hand-made shoes, and the 

Babington’s gift bag. He walked quickly towards the busy street and caught a bus. After 

about five minutes, he got off the bus and walked towards the river. He was in a working 

class neighbourhood. He turned into a narrow street that had several restaurants. He 

knew he had to get off the street. He went into a small family style trattoria. He needed 

time to think. It was dark inside. A few workmen were drinking near the bar, but the 

tables towards the back of the restaurant were empty. He ordered pasta in tomato 

sauce and a glass of wine. 

When his order arrived, he drank the wine very quickly.  

I am too old for this, he thought. I’m retired. It’s been almost twenty years since the last 

time people were chasing me. Who is chasing me? And why?  

He ate the pasta and ordered another glass of wine. He looked down at his hands.  

I’m wearing workman’s clothes, but my hands are not those of a workman. Workmen’s 

hands are rough, but mine are smooth. They are the hands of an office worker. I’ll have 

to find some other clothes and a room for tonight. The room will have to be somewhere a 

workman would stay. 

James went to the counter and paid for the pasta and wine.  

“I’m from out of town,” he told the restaurant owner. “I’ve come to Rome to find work. I 

need a cheap place to stay. Can you suggest anywhere?” 

“There are not many hotels in this area, but there’s a small bed and breakfast in the 

next street. You could try there.” 

James thanked him, and left the restaurant. The rooms at the bed and breakfast were 

very small, but it was clean. He paid in cash for a room for one night. When he got to his 

room, he lay down on the bed and thought about what had happened. It had been a 

very strange day, and he was tired. Still, he couldn’t go to sleep until he made some 

plans. He had to understand what was happening.  
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There must be a reason why someone is hunting me, he thought. What was it? I must 

have missed something.  

 

-----END OF SAMPLE----- 


